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FEBRUARY WORSHIP
 

February 4 The Power of a Praying Congregation
 Sacrament of Holy Communion
 
February 11 Transfiguration of the Lord
 
February 18 First Sunday in Lent
 "Trusting in the Covenant"
 
February 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
 "Risky Business" 
 
 
 

 

                    

Lent Begins
 

February 14
 
 

 

   12:00 Noon  Short Worship with Imposition of 
 Ashes, Fellowship Hall, followed by 
 a simple lunch and first session of 
 Lenten Study (see page 4)
 

     7:00 pm  Worship with Imposition of Ashes 
 and Holy Communion, Sanctuary
 

                                                                                                                   

 
  

VINE  

FEBRUARY WORSHIP 

The Power of a Praying Congregation 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Transfiguration of the Lord 

First Sunday in Lent 
"Trusting in the Covenant" 

Second Sunday in Lent  

 

Lent Begins 

February 14 

Short Worship with Imposition of  
Ashes, Fellowship Hall, followed by  
a simple lunch and first session of  
Lenten Study (see page 4) 

Worship with Imposition of Ashes  
and Holy Communion, Sanctuary 

                            
 

Pastor Janet L. Hartzell
pwumc@wi.twcbc.com

 
 
 

Join Us On Sunday Mornings
  

     9:15 am Sunday School 
  Adult Study
 

   10:30 am Worship Service

 
 
Music Coordinator Joshua Wicinski
  joshuawicinski@gmail.com
 
Pianist/Organist Brenda Stallbaum
 
Admin/Prgm Asst Vicky Schafman
         office
 
Bishop      
District Superintendent   Rev. Deborah Thompson
 
 

Find us on         at Grand Avenue United Methodist Church
 

 and             at  www.portumc.com

 

 

 

 

In This Issue… 
 

 

 A Word from Pastor
 Church Info & Reminders
 Education & Small Groups
 Fundraising Events
 Lent Information & Studies
 Mission Opportunities
 Summer Camp 
 Thank You’s 
   

 

 

              

 
 

February 2018  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Pastor Janet L. Hartzell 

pwumc@wi.twcbc.com 

Join Us On Sunday Mornings 
 

Sunday School  
Adult Study 

Worship Service 

Joshua Wicinski 
joshuawicinski@gmail.com 

Brenda Stallbaum 

Vicky Schafman 
office-gaumc@wi.twcbc.com 

     Rev. Hee-Soo Jung 
District Superintendent   Rev. Deborah Thompson 

at Grand Avenue United Methodist Church 

www.portumc.com    

  

 

A Word from Pastor pg 2 
Church Info & Reminders pg 8 
Education & Small Groups pg 4 
Fundraising Events pg 6 
Lent Information & Studies pg 3 & 4 
Mission Opportunities pg 5 

 pg 7 
 pg 4 



Page 2 of 8 
 

 

 
 

                       
 
 
 

 

There is an ancient fable that tells of three merchants crossing the Arabian Desert during the 
night, to avoid the intense heat of the day. One starless night, they were passing over a dry creek 
bed when a voice from the blackness commanded them to halt, stoop, pick up pebbles from the 
creek bed, and put them in their pockets. After obeying the strange command, they were told to 
leave that place, and to camp nowhere nearby. The mysterious voice then told them that in the 
morning they would be both happy and sad.  
 

Shaken and confused, but desiring to do what they were told, they traveled on through the night. 
When morning came, the men anxiously looked into their pockets, and rather than finding the  
pebbles as expected, there were precious jewels. Indeed they were happy and sad ... happy they 
had picked up the jewels, but sad because while they had the opportunity they had not picked up  
any more. 
 

Studying God’s word is like finding treasure. Someday, perhaps at the end of our days, we may 
wish we had studied it harder, but at any time we can start to be more disciplined about looking for 
the jewels it holds. 
 

As we enter the season of Lent, there will be several new opportunities at Grand Avenue UMC for 
you to grow in faith through Bible study and prayer. There is an article on page 4 of this newsletter 
about the two different studies I will be offering during Lent:  one on Sunday morning at 9:15 am 
and the other on Wednesdays at noon with a light lunch. I hope you will participate in one or both 
of these studies. 
 

While we may have limited resources in some areas, there is no deficit of the one resource we 
absolutely must have to live faithfully, and that's the power of God. It is power that raised Christ 
from the grave, and it is offered to us today as we dig deeper into God's word and are disciplined 
about spending time in prayer. 
 

Prayer also can be a source of great “treasures”.  So in our first Lenten season together, I would 
like to ask each member of the congregation to "give up" something for the season (or longer): 
Would you try giving up conversations in the sanctuary before worship? Instead, in those 
minutes before the service begins, be in silent prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to be with all who will 
be worshipping with you that day, and with the worship leaders. You might also pray for blessings 
upon those who are away that day, and those outside our walls whose lives would be enriched by 
coming to know the Lord.  If everyone would consider their entrance into the sanctuary to be the 
start of worship, the space will be more conducive to prayer and worship for yourself and others. 
There will be plenty of time for personal conversations during the fellowship time after the service! 
 

Together, let us strive to make the worship space a place where we seek and sense God's 
powerful presence. Then when you leave this space, I encourage you to find other times each day 
to designate as prayer times as well.  If we can truly become a "praying congregation," then I 
believe we will be surprised by how God's Spirit will bless this community and our ministries. But it 
will take us all making a commitment to study and pray ... because we understand that faith is 
indeed a "verb," as I've been preaching in January! 
 

See you in church. 
Pastor Janet  

   
 

 



 

"Lent is about change: change of heart, of perspective, 
 focus, of the de

It is a call to reorient, reassess, and rearrange
 our lives to more fully 

Wendy Wright, 

Lent is a 40-day journey beginning on Ash Wednesday … a journey to the cross. 
During this season, we follow as Jesus enters Jerusalem, celebrates the 
Passover, prays in Gethsemane and suffers betrayal and arrest. Finally we will 
see him condemned to death 
 

Lent is a season of repentance, as we acknowledge that it was 
carried in his own body to the cross. It is an especially appropriate time for 
worship, prayer and study, so we may grow in faith as we consider the cost of 
our salvation.  
 

The number “40” has great significance in our faith.  
record that at the end of 40 years in the desert, the people of Israel stood at the 
border of the Promised Land. In the Gospels we learn that 
in the wilderness, Jesus stood triumphant. This year, 
of Lent, after we follow Jesus to the cross, we will stand with joy before his 
empty tomb! 
 

The meaning of Easter is experienced much more deeply by keeping a Holy 
Lent, so you are encouraged to worship with us each week during this season, 
take part in a study if your schedule allows, and participate in other Lenten 
disciplines of your choosing.
 

God bless you on your Lenten journey.

 
 
 

 

 
 

"Lent is about change: change of heart, of perspective, 
focus, of the death that precedes new life.   

It is a call to reorient, reassess, and rearrange 
our lives to more fully respond to God's invitation." 

 

Wendy Wright, The Rising 
 
 
 
 

day journey beginning on Ash Wednesday … a journey to the cross. 
During this season, we follow as Jesus enters Jerusalem, celebrates the 
Passover, prays in Gethsemane and suffers betrayal and arrest. Finally we will 
see him condemned to death – for us.  

Lent is a season of repentance, as we acknowledge that it was our
carried in his own body to the cross. It is an especially appropriate time for 
worship, prayer and study, so we may grow in faith as we consider the cost of 

The number “40” has great significance in our faith.  The Hebrew Scrip
record that at the end of 40 years in the desert, the people of Israel stood at the 
border of the Promised Land. In the Gospels we learn that at the end of 40 days 
in the wilderness, Jesus stood triumphant. This year, at the end of the

t, after we follow Jesus to the cross, we will stand with joy before his 

The meaning of Easter is experienced much more deeply by keeping a Holy 
Lent, so you are encouraged to worship with us each week during this season, 

if your schedule allows, and participate in other Lenten 
disciplines of your choosing. 

God bless you on your Lenten journey. 
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LENTEN ADULT STUDIES 
 
 

                             WEDNESDAYS:   Simple Lunch & Study 
                                February 14 – March 28 
  12:00 – 1:30 pm,  Fellowship Hall 
 

                             “24 Hours that Changed the World” 
  

 Noon Soup and Bread lunch  
  (Bring your own beverage if you want something other than water.) 
 

                                 12:30-1:30 Adam Hamilton study: “24 Hours that Changed the World” 
   Video begins at 12:30, followed by discussion 
 

On Feb 14 (Ash Wednesday), there will be a short service at 12 noon with the Imposition of Ashes for 
those who wish them and/or won't be able to attend the evening Ash Wednesday service. You may 
come for that service and the lunch that follows even if you can't remain for the study. 
 

Books (optional but helpful): $13 each; pay Pastor Janet at the class.  You also may purchase your 
own copy, either the expanded paperback edition or the hardcover edition, on Amazon. Used copies 
are available, as well as a Kindle version, for less than the price of books purchased at church. 
 

Why don't you invite some friends to join you? We expect to have some participants from Christ the 
King and Living Hope Lutheran churches join us for this study. Sign up in advance if possible, to 
assist with planning for lunch. If you would like to help prepare and serve the soup one week, please 
let Pastor Janet know asap. 

 
 

 

 SUNDAYS:  Adult Sunday School 
 February 18 – March 25 
 9:15 am,  Garden Room 
 

“Meeting God in Mark - Reflections for the Season of Lent" 
 

This book by Rowan Williams (former Archbishop of Canterbury) will help us 
explore the essential meaning of Mark's Gospel. Packed with illuminating 
spiritual insights, it includes a reading guide and prayer for use throughout Lent. 
It will be meaningful for beginning Bible students as well as those who've read 
the Gospel many times.  Please notify the office if you’d like a book; $10 each.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, visits, and gifts while I was getting well in the 
hospital and rehab center.  God bless you all.    In His Love, Ginny Niesing 

 

Thank You!   2017 was a fantastic year for our church craft booth at the Shoppes of Port Washington. 
The year ended with total sales of $5,007.00.  Thanks to all of you who so willingly support this local 
mission with your prayers and donations throughout the year.   With your continued support and 
contributions, we will have another great year in 2018.  If you would like to help or donate your handmade 
crafts, call me at 262-284-5316. Thanks ya’ll, Margaret Lueptow 

 

I want to thank everyone who prayed for me and my family during the time of my mother’s passing.  Many 
reached out with kind words and many covered for me in my absence.  While it was a sad and challenging 
time, we all were encouraged by my mother’s strong faith that she was moving on to God’s glory in 
heaven. While I miss her dearly, I celebrate my brothers, my hometown  faith family, & my faith family here 
in Port Washington.  I also have to share that we had a  “rocking” good time at her service with live 
bluegrass music (just like she had planned) and we shouted "Hallelujah" a few times during the service!    
Dan Benning 
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PORT WASHINGTON FOOD PANTRY UPDATE      
 

December Info: 
Families Served 313 (2 new families)  
 

Food & Items Distributed 10,271 lbs  
Sentry-Milk Cert. Redeemed  130  (total $486.10)  
Sentry-Food Cert. Distributed $6,225.00  
 

Total food donations received 6,808.83 lbs  
Total cash donations received $13,635.84 
 

Expenses $4,421.20 
 

Gift-A-Child program provided coats, clothes and 
presents for 141 children in 55 families. 
 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Chris Flint, Food Pantry Director 

February Needs 
Please put items in 

our church’s Food Pantry Bin 
 
 

Mac & Cheese Ketchup Laundry Soap 
Canned Fruit Mustard Toilet Paper 
Canned Veges Peanut Butter Shampoo 
Cereal Jam/Jelly Dish Soap 
Breakfast Bars Manwich Toothpaste 
Coffee Pasta Pull-ups 4T-5T 
Tuna Rice Diapers 4,5,6 
Ramen Noodles Spaghetti Sauce 

 

Noisy Collection 3rd Sunday of each month 
 

February Noisy Collection will help support  
 

SAUKVILLE FOOD PANTRY 
FEBRUARY 18TH  

 
Saukville Food Pantry, located in the basement of St. Peter's United Church of 
Christ in Saukville, opened it doors to families in need in January of 2012. In the 
first month they were open, 23 families were helped. Saukville Food Pantry 
currently serves 80 families per month and in 2016 aided over 300 families in  

 

 

 
 

Saukville Food Pantry also operates a FREE meal site on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month. 
With the help of local churches and organizations, a warm delicious meal is prepared and served to 
anyone in attendance. The monthly meal site serves between 30-50 people a month and provides a 
warm and friendly environment for people to eat and visit.  

 

Food Donation barrels are located at Schmit Bros Ford, John's Pizza (Grafton),Saukville 
Library, Dawgs in Motion, and J'sports Bar & Grill all in Saukville. Barrels in Cedarburg can be found 
at the Ozaukee Realtors Association (located in the office building in front of Farmstead Restaurant), 
Weir Financial and 2theMax Training. 
 

As always, cash donations are appreciated and can be mailed to Saukville Community Food 
Pantry, PO BOX 80304, 166 W. Dekora Street, Saukville, WI 53080. You can also make a donation 
by clicking the DONATE button on their website at  saukvillefoodpantry.com   

 

Volunteer opportunities are available.  Please email volunteer.pantry@att.net or call Mark Gierarch 
at 262-284-0588 
 

So bring your coins, shout Hallelujah, & let’s make a lot of noise to help support the 
 Saukville Food Pantry  on Sunday, February 18th 
(of course, quiet contributions gladly accepted too). 

 

 
Ozaukee County.  As an all-volunteer non-profit organization, they do not receive any State or 
Federal Assistance. The pantry provides a shopping experience that allows visitors to choose the 
foods that work best for them and any dietary needs they may have.  
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FUNDRAISING:  Supporting Grand Ave Church’s missions and ministries 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        
 

 

 It’s easy.   Scrip cards are regular gift cards that retailers have agreed to sell at a discount to 
non-profit organizations.   
   

Profits/rebates to the church vary per retailer.  Examples:   
 Purchase a $50 Target Scrip Gift Card;  you receive a $50 Target Gift Card; the church 

receives $1.25. 
 Purchase a $50 Piggly Wiggly Scrip Gift Card; you receive a $50 Piggly Wiggly Gift Card, the 

church  receives $1.50. 
 

Pick up an order form and a list of the 700 participating retailers at the Information Center.  
Submit your order with payment to Vicky Schafman by the 1st Sunday each month.  Pick your 
gift cards on the 2nd Sunday.  Our church goal is to receive $100 profit each month from scrip 
orders. Please plan ahead for your shopping needs and purchase Scrip cards.  
Questions? Contact Vicky Schafman or Margaret Lueptow 

 

 

                                                                                                              
           

This has proven to be a great fundraiser for our church.  Let’s continue the 
enthusiasm and sell lots of pizzas to support our missions and ministries! 

 

Pick up an order form at the Information Counter or in the Fellowship Hall –  
pass it around at work, ask your friends, family, & neighbors to stock up on pizzas 

for all those busy nights and easy meals at home. 
 

Important Dates 
 

 Submit orders with payment by:    Sunday   Feb  18  11:30 am 
 Pizza Assembly Day:  Saturday Mar 3  8am-Noon 
 Preferred Order Pick-up Day:    Saturday Mar 3     Noon-2:00 pm 
 Alternate Order Pick-up Day: Sunday   Mar 4 11:30 am 
 

Important Information 
 

 You are responsible for collecting the money when your customer places his/her order 
and delivering the fresh pizzas to your customers. 

 Prices range from $7 to $9 depending on variety & quantity (see order form for details). 
 Make checks payable to:   Grand Ave UM Church 
 Sign-up to help on  Pizza Assembly Day – see bulletin board. 

 

Questions?   Contact a Pizza Coordinator: 
 

 Vicky Schafman  at  920-207-6575  or  office-gaumc@wi.twcbc.com   
 Margaret Lueptow  at  262-284-5316 

 

 

HAVE YOU TRIED SCRIP CARDS YET? 

HEY, HOW ABOUT THOSE ALUMINUM CANS! 
 

Remember to put your aluminum cans in the black trash cans  
outside the church kitchen for recycling. 

 

In 2017 our church received $65.40 for recycling aluminum cans.   Our goal for 2018 is $125.00.  
So far this year, we have received $20.40 for recycling.   We can meet and exceed our goal if we 
remember to use the black recycle cans.    Good for the environment, good for the church. 
 

 



 

THINK SUMMER … 
 
 

United Methodist 
churches will receive a promotional packet in February which will be 
shared with you.   Visit
Camps include traditional experiences for children and youth as well as 
specialty camps. Camperships (scholarships) are available through this 
church. Speak to Pastor Janet for more information.

  -----------------------------------------
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

WILDFIRE! IS MISSION AND COMMUNITY MINDED
Wildfire! is a week of mission work. Each day the group will begin 
with worship.  Then it will break into small groups to do mission w
Wisconsin area.  Each evening the groups will go out to have a fun outing.
youth to bond, work, and create friendships together 

 
POSSIBLE MISSION CENTERS 
 Faith Church’s Harbor House Crisis Shelters I and II

 (renovations / building updates to these homeless shelters for families)
 Faith Church’s Harbor House Transitional Living Center (renovate the apartment complex 

for families transitioning from the homeless shelter to owning their own home)
 Faith Church’s Food Pantry and Noah’s Ark Day Care Center
 Salvation Army Thrift Store / Food Pantry (organizing merchandise, passing out food)
 “Clothes that Work” (organizing the free store of work clothes for those applying for jobs)
 “Kid’s Café” (a program for the children of parents who are job hunting)
 Damiano Soup Kitchen (cooking, se

 
REC ACTIVITIES 
 Welcome cook-out 
 Touring Minnesota’s “Canal Park” and unique a
 Swimming at Amnicon Falls State Park (rapids, wa
 Touring Enger Lookout Tower 
 Ropes Course and Rock Climbing Wall with thanks to UW 
 

COST & REGISTRATION:     The

This fee covers all onsite trip expens
our transportation costs. Scholarships may be available if needed.
return the Wildfire Registration Form with the registration fee by April 1, 2018
church office. 
 
 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFO:    If you have furthe
 Church Office 
               Phone: 262 284 9478  
               E-mail: office-gaumc@wi.twcbc.com
 

THINK SUMMER … THINK CAMP! 

United Methodist Summer Camp 2018 is open for registration! All 
churches will receive a promotional packet in February which will be 
shared with you.   Visit WIUMCCamps.org for details or 
Camps include traditional experiences for children and youth as well as 
specialty camps. Camperships (scholarships) are available through this 
church. Speak to Pastor Janet for more information. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND COMMUNITY MINDED 
a week of mission work. Each day the group will begin  

nto small groups to do mission work throughout the Superior, 
Each evening the groups will go out to have a fun outing.  All this gives time for

youth to bond, work, and create friendships together – all while growing deeper spiritually.

 
Faith Church’s Harbor House Crisis Shelters I and II 
(renovations / building updates to these homeless shelters for families) 

Faith Church’s Harbor House Transitional Living Center (renovate the apartment complex 
for families transitioning from the homeless shelter to owning their own home)
Faith Church’s Food Pantry and Noah’s Ark Day Care Center 

od Pantry (organizing merchandise, passing out food)
“Clothes that Work” (organizing the free store of work clothes for those applying for jobs)
“Kid’s Café” (a program for the children of parents who are job hunting) 
Damiano Soup Kitchen (cooking, serving, cleaning up in the area’s largest soup kitchen)

sota’s “Canal Park” and unique aerial lift bridge 
Swimming at Amnicon Falls State Park (rapids, waterfalls, covered wooden bridge

Ropes Course and Rock Climbing Wall with thanks to UW - Superior!  

e fee is $135 per student participant, $135 per adult participant.

ses including meals.  We will be doing some fundraising to cover 
our transportation costs. Scholarships may be available if needed.  You will need to complete and 

Wildfire Registration Form with the registration fee by April 1, 2018

WILDFIRE! 
July 15-20, 2018 

 

For youth grades 6-12 (grade they are en

er questions, please feel free to contact us a
   Dan Benning 
   414 207 3487 

gaumc@wi.twcbc.com     daniel.a.benning@jci.com Page 7 of 8 
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           Happy February Birthdays 
 

 
 

 

 Jake Freeland  3rd  Ginny Niesing 17th   
 Emmy Miller  5th  Jim Reed 17th  
 Nelson Benning  9th  Chris Killey 19th   
 Melissa Strand 11th  Phyllis Kraft 19th  
 Nancy Haacke 14th  Jon Pleitner 19th  
 Angela Schmidt 14th  Will Kissinger 20th  
 Alexis Reichardt 16th  Renee Keller 22nd  
 Kayla Klinski 17th   Laura Didier 27th  
    Todd Hansen 27th  
 

 

 Feb 4th   Feb 11th  Feb 18th  Feb 25th   

GREETERS Pete & Vicki Szpara Brian & Mardy McGarry Ed & Gwen Freier Rama Bharadwaj 

USHERS 
Team 2 

Larry Maechtle 
Team 3 

Mike & Geny Vernon 
Team 4 

Jon & Mikala Pleitner 
Team 1 

Mark Grams 

LITURGIST Pat Craig Kay Hamann Rick DeYarman Dan Weltin 

PROJECTOR Mike Vernon Vicky Schafman John Wozniak Scott Penkivech 

SOUNDBOARD Peter Schmidt Scott Penkivech Vicky Schafman Dan Benning 

COFFEE HOUR Ardelle Dionne Sandy Grams Lin Lohr Gregg & Erica Lentz 

 
 

                                  

 

                         WINTER STORM CLOSING   
 
 
 

Our church very rarely closes due to the 
weather. However, if it is deemed necessary, 
our closing will be listed with the following: 
   

 TV Stations Radio Stations 
 Fox 6 97.3 Radio Now 
 fox6now.com 95.7 Oldies 
  AM 920 The Wolf 
  FM 106 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

 

Larry & June Caro Feb 19th  
Gregg & Erica Lentz Feb 26th  
 

 

CONFERENCE EVENTS THIS MONTH 
 

  February 1 Pastor Janet has her annual licensing renewal interview with the District Committee 
 on Ordained Ministry, in West Allis. 
 

  February 10 Pastor Janet will attend the annual District Meeting in Watertown, and attend SPRC  
 training there. Guest speaker Tamara Wims will give a training in the afternoon on  
 handling church finances.   All church members are welcome to attend this  
 meeting.  Speak to Pastor Janet about registering. 
 

  February 22 Pastor Janet will attend a Clergy Day Apart with Bishop Jung and other district clergy  
 in Pewaukee. 
 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATE: 
 

Larry Larson has a new email address: 
 

larsonport@gmail.com 

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTER (FAC) FURNACE REPLACEMENT 
 

The old heating system in the FAC failed in January resulting in a frozen pipe that burst. As soon as we were 
notified of the problem, Phill Bruno showed up immediately, turned off the water, cleaned-up and minimized the 
damage to the Stock Box supplies.  Unfortunately, the heating system was beyond repair.  A new system was 
installed on Jan 23rd.  The cost is $8,000 with installation. We’ll need to borrow from our line of credit to cover 
this unplanned expense.  So far, we’ve received $3,400 in donations.  If you are able to help cover some of the 
cost, please put a check in the offering with “FAC Furnace” on the memo line.  Thank you. 


