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September 13, 2020 
11 am  Parking Lot Worship Service 

 
Gathering Music 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
Open our hearts, O Lord, to receive your healing love. 
Restore us to a life in which your peace fills us and flourishes. 
When our spirits are weighed down by guilt and fear, and darkness surrounds us, 
Restore us to a life in which your grace fills us and overflows. 
When we see the gift of life dimly, and judge critically both ourselves and others, 
Shine your light upon us, and show us your way, your truth, and your life. AMEN. 

 

Gathering Prayer 

Lord of mercy and light, you have called us out of the darkness of our lives into the light of your love. 

Your love encourages and sustains us always. When the storms of life rage all around us, stand with 

us.  When the storm rages within us, stand with us.  As we gather on this day to be in your presence 

and offer you worship, we give thanks that you calm the storm in our spirits and work your peace in our 

hearts.  We give you thanks for this blessing in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 8:22-25 
22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side 
of the lake.” So they put out, 23 and while they were sailing he fell asleep. A windstorm swept down on 
the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they were in danger. 24 They went to him and woke 
him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the 
raging waves; they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” They were 
afraid and amazed, and said to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and 
the water, and they obey him?” 
 
Music                                           When the Storms of Life are Raging, Stand By Me #512 

Prayer of Confession / Words of Assurance 

 

Music Grace Greater than Our Sin #365 

Scripture Reading Romans 14:1-12, 17-19 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith,[a] but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord[b] is able to make them stand. 

5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in 
honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2014:1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28267a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2014:1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28270b


7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister?[d] For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,  “As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to[f] God.” 12 So then, each of us 
will be accountable to God. 17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has 
human approval. 19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 

Message  Rev. John Strassburger 

Music Amazing Grace #378 

Prayer of Dedication / The Lord’s Prayer (sins) 
 
Benediction/Sending Forth 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• 5-Week Audio Worship Series: Overcoming:  Is This My New Normal? 
o Listen to a new topic each week at www.portumc.com   
o If you’d like to “dialogue with the dialogue” on Mondays, contact Vicky in our church office for 

the Zoom link. 
 

• There’s still time to join the study group:  The Chosen: Discover Jesus in a whole new way 
Start date of these classes will be determined when the class is filled.   Contact Vicky in the church 
office if you’d like to participate in one of the groups. 

• In-person group (5-8 people) will be held on Wednesdays at 1pm in the fellowship hall to watch 
the video and share discussion.   

• On-line group will be held on Tuesdays at 3:00 pm via Zoom 
 

• Sister Circle (community ecumenical women’s group)  meets on  Thursday, Sept 17  7pm  
at Christ the King Church, 420 W Whitefish Rd.  We hope you will join us!  In September,  
as a group, we will decide what book we will study this year.  Safety Protocols: masks, social 
distancing, and use the east church entrance.  Please park behind the church--North Holden Street 
and North Nelson Drive both access the parking lot.       Any questions, contact Mary at 377-3720 
or mariwags@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
REMINDER:  Our Outdoor / Parking Lot Services are weather permitting.  So far we’ve been blessed 
with nice Sunday mornings but if it is raining, the service will be cancelled. However, you can still listen 

to the Overcoming audio series through our website at  www.portumc.com  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2014:1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28276d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2014:1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28277f
http://www.portumc.com/
mailto:mariwags@gmail.com
http://www.portumc.com/


Stand By Me  #512 
 

When the storms of life are raging, 
stand by me. 

When the storms of life are raging, 
stand by me. 

When the world is tossing me, 

like a ship upon the sea, 

thou who rulest wind and water, 

 stand by me. 
 

In the midst of tribulation,  

stand by me. 

In the midst of tribulation,  

stand by me. 

When the host of hell assail,  

and my strength begins to fail, 

thou who never lost a battle,  

stand by me. 

 

 
    ------------------------------------- 
 
Grace Greater than Our Sin   #365 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.  

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin!  

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,  
freely bestowed on all who believe 
You that are longing to see his face,  
will you this moment his grace receive. 

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin!  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazing Grace   #378 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound  
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found 
was blind but now I see 
 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear  
The hour I first believed 


